Leiba and co-authors should be commended for their article describing emergency physician bioterrorism preparedness on a national level. 1 The recognition of the relative lack of knowledge of emergency physician study subjects about anthrax, an organism that is recognized as a high potential bioterrorist agent, was particularly interesting. Their description of efforts that were required to alert and educate "front-line" physicians about potential bioterrorist agents illustrates a successful approach to this new area of focus in emergency medicine.
and public health. Public health practitioners must understand that to effectively manage a public health emergency, they must become team members of local emergency departments.
Improving the collaboration between emergency and critical care physicians and public health requires changes. Changes in leadership style and professional education are the most important steps to be taken. Medical educators would be wise to provide more emphasis on public health education in medical schools, and for physicians preparing for careers in emergency medicine. At the same time, public health practitioners should be educated in the practice and challenges of emergency and critical care medicine. With future development of collaborative efforts on the part of medicine and public health, bioterrorism response, infectious disease outbreak mitigation, disaster management, and general global community health will improve. to cultural differences, obstacles for understanding have developed further due to the separation of public health and medical schools within health education systems. This separation of medicine and public health has resulted in tensions between the social (public health) and reductionism (medicine) concepts of disease. 5 Ironically, both medicine and public health systems have the same goal of bettering the health among the world population.
In the current healthcare environment, it is essential that emergency physicians appreciate their role in maintaining the health of a community. This role is exercised best by understanding basic public health principles and techniques. It is equally important that public health practitioners understand the challenges and principles of emergency and critical care medicine. Emergency physicians should understand that they are the interface between acute care medicine
